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This monthôs letter 
I guess most of you reading this have a faith and are believers, but I am still keen to 
write something that has pause for us all to think even if you have no faith. So, 
imagine if what we call faith was called love or caring or helping others; would that 
make a difference? And what if I suggested that caring and helping are good 
practical human behaviours, but love is more spiritual and trickier to pin down? 
 

Love can lead to devotion and the devotion of the lover is gentle, kind, caring and 
ready to help. Belief can lead to anger, militancy and even terrorism. When we truly 
love we can accept othersô thoughts and ideas when we truly believe we can be 
dogmatic and forceful, determined we are right; I see too much of this in everyday 
life. 
 

Love need not be blind, but faith must, ultimately, be a leap in the dark. Let me 
suggest how faith and love can be one and how we can be spiritual and practical, 
how we can have an everyday faith that cares and how all people in any 
community can live together through helping and caring for each other. For those of 
us with faith we should be asking: Is our faith an everyday faith? Does it help us live 
and tell the story of God in our everyday world? 
 

Those of us who go to church need to connect what happens in church on Sundays 
to the everyday lives of people in the congregation and those around us in the 
wider community. As believers we need to be welcoming, caring and open to all 
spiritualities and those with none. And those of you with no belief or who are, at 
best, sceptical please trust us in our faith which we are trying not to keep bound-up 
in religious worship in the church, but ready to demonstrate through how we live. In 
order to be trusted I am therefore keen for us in church to: 
 

Be curious - about peopleôs daily lives and experience  
Visit people where they spend their time during the week  
Pray for peopleôs everyday lives when we worship together   
Make sure noticeboards and sheets arenôt just about church things  
Support people for their work and life beyond church  
Connect preaching clearly to how we live every day.  
 

The Bishops of Bath & Wells are keen for us to do this too and they and their team 
are there to help us to live out the Good News of Jesus confidently in all of life, 
Sunday to Saturday in homes, schools, communities and places of work. Maybe we 
could all do with listening more, saying less and being alongside others with a hot 
drink to offer care, help and love.  
God is love,  Mac 

The Lordôs Larder needs: 

Cuppa Soups - Tins mince and onion - Jars of Pasta Sauce - Tinned carrots/

potatoes - Tinned custard - Cereals - Toilet roll - deodorant - Dog food - Biscuits - 

Long Life UHT milk - Jars of meat paste - Bags of sugar  

All donations can be left at the back of All Saintsô, in the pink and blue trunk.  



 

 

 

bŜŜŘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻΚ CŜŜƭƛƴƎ 
ƛǎƻƭŀǘŜŘΚ  5ƛǎǘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ƻǊ ǳǇǎŜǘΚ  
²Ŝ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ 

ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴΦ 
²Ŝ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ǎŀŦŜ ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƛǎ ƛƴ ŘƛǎǘǊŜǎǎΦ 
Lǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ŀ ǊŜŀƭ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ǘŀƭƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

уǇƳ-ммǇƳ  
¢ǳŜΣ ²ŜŘΣ CǊƛΣ {ŀǘ ϧ {ǳƴ 

ǿǿǿΦƳƛƴŘƭƛƴŜΦƻǊƎ 

лмуно нтс уфн 

Loving God, during this time of Va-
cancy, we pray for all who worship in our 
churches at Martock, Kingsbury Episcopi 
and Ash, and for all in our communities.  
 

We pray for our leadership team and for 
our churchwardens who have extra re-
sponsibilities during this time. We thank 
you for those who were involved in pre-
paring the parish profile and writing the 
parish vision of the future.  
 

We pray for those who will respond to an 
advertisement for our new priest-in-
charge and those who have the respon-
sibility for selecting that person. 
Above all, lord, we pray that we will 
listen to you and be guided by your 

Good Friday March 
This yearôs Good Friday march through the village with the cross will commence at 
9:30 from the usual starting point, (on the green at the corner of Stapleton Road 
and Stapleton Close), but will then proceed along Stapleton Close, into Bracey 
Road, along Steppes Meadow, and on into the precinct car park via Vincent Way. 
It will then proceed along North Street and Church Street to All Saints. Please join 
us if you can. Everyone is welcome. 



Whatôs upé. 
Something Thought Provoking for Lent 

 

This Lent  All Saintsô and St Martinôs in Kingsbury 

Episcopi are home to nine thought provoking Lent sta-

tions designed to delve into the thoughts and feelings of 

several characters who were involved in the time leading 

up to Jesusô crucifixion. They include Peter, Judas, Pilate, 

a Centurion soldier and Mary Magdalene, among others.  
 

Each of the stations has a passage to read as well as im-

ages and objects to consider, and each can be done as a 

one-off, or you can complete them as a series, by your-

self or with others.   
 

The stations  will be an ideal accompaniment to any Lent 

reading or courses youôre doing, or would give you plenty 

to reflect on if you havenôt taken up anything else so far this Lent. They will be 

available until Holy Week towards the end of April.  

EASTER SERVICES 2019 
Holy Week 
MON 15 April 

7pm Stations of the Cross :  
Reflection by Bridget 

All Saintsô Martock 

Holy Week TUE 
16 April 

7pm Stations of the Cross :  
Reflection by Kathryn 

St Martinôs, Kings-
bury Episcopi 

Holy Week 
WED 17 April 

7pm Stations of the Cross :  
Reflection by Philippa 

Holy Trinity, Ash 

Maundy 
THURS 18 April 

7pm Holy Communion + Stripping 
of Altar 

All Saintsô Martock 

7pm Service of Light Methodist Church KE 

GOOD FRIDAY 
19 April 

9.30am Good Friday Procession Martock 

10am United Benefice Service (with 
MCF) 

All Saintsô Martock 

12pm An Hour around the Cross St Martinôs,  
Kingsbury Episcopi 

2pm An Hour around the Cross Holy Trinity, Ash 

Saturday 20 
April 

8pm Service of Light All Saintsô Martock 

EASTER SUN-
DAY 
21 April 

7am Easter Sunrise Service Burrow Hill 

9.30am Easter Communion All Saintsô Martock 

11am Easter Communion St Martinôs,  
Kingsbury Episcopi 

11am Easter Communion Holy Trinity, Ash 



 

From the Bishop... 
He is not here. He is risen! 
 

I heard a wonderful story recently about a Church Sunday School which was put-
ting on a drama telling the story of Holy Week and Easter. All had gone well and the 
wonderful moment arrived when the angel appeared to the women at the tomb to 
declare those glorious words: óHe is not here, he is risen.ô (Luke 24:6). Unfortunate-
ly, five year old Brian could not remember what to say, and so the Youth Leader 
had to quietly remind him of his line. He then confidently grabbed the microphone 
and triumphantly shouted, óHeôs not here; Heôs in prison!ô 
 

As we move this month from Lent into Holy Week and onto Good Friday I am sure 
we are all looking forward to Easter Day when we shall once again hear those 
words ring out óHe is not here, he is risen!ô And we shall rejoice and celebrate again 
the glorious truth that Jesus rose from the dead. Death could not hold him.  
 

When Jesus began his ministry in Galilee he declared that: óThe Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim 
freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the op-
pressed and to proclaim the year of the Lordôs favour.ô And those words from Isaiah 
help us understand why Jesus came. He came to proclaim freedom for the prisoner 
and to release the oppressed. He came that we might óhave life and have it to the 
fullô. He came to release us from our sins and set us free from our fears. He came 
that we might know God and that through knowing God we might have eternal life. 
óI am the resurrection and the lifeô he said. óThose who believe in me, even though 
they die, will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die.ô  
 

The good news of the Easter message is that although Jesus died upon the cross 
he rose again and through his resurrection he overcame the power of sin and the 
sting of death. That is why Paul could write: óThanks be to God! He gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.ô (1 Corinthians 15: 57). This Easter let us give 
thanks that Jesus is not dead. He is not in prison. He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

The Right Revd Peter Hancock 

Bishop of Bath and Wells 

From the Registers 

 

Funerals 
21 February 2019 Funeral Service for Myrtle HARRIS at Yeovil Crematorium 
27 February 2019 Funeral Service for Phyllis BEST at St Martinôs, Kingsbury 
Episcopi 
 

Baptisms 
10 March 2019 Baptism of Arabella DARKE at All Saintsô Martock 
 



The Battles That Never Were 
  

On 19th January many local people were invited to help Philip Saunders celebrate 

his 100th birthday, and we would like to give some background to Philipôs life with 

this article about one of the most interesting parts of his long life.  
  

Philip was born in 1919 to Ernest and Mabel, tenant farmers in Dorset. Due to de-

mands for higher rent and later the death of many of the family's 100 cows from 

red-water fever, over time the family was forced to move. They took tenancy of 

Manor Farm near Canford and then bought Friar Mayne Farm with 300 acres. As 

money was tight, Philip had to leave boarding school early to join his older brother 

on the farm. However, his brotherôs fascist tendencies saw him interned for some 

years, leaving Philip to man the farm.  
  

In 1941, when Philip was 22, he was in the Home Guard; being a farmer he was 

except from call up to the second world war. Everything change then as he was 

approached by his leader to take on an óSASô position with a group later called the 

Auxiliary Unitï a form of resistance organisation.  
  

Life became exciting by very secretive! No-one was allowed to disclose the exist-

ence of this unit and all were required to sign the Official Secrets Act. Training took 

place for weeks at a time and had to be fitted into work on the farm. Wives and 

families were told fictitious stories to cover up their absences. One young woman 

believed her partner was having an affair!  
  

The unit began to train with explosives, training to blow up supplies and plains, 

and took part in night manoeuvres in preparation of the expected invasion by Ger-

man troops. This was an exciting but dangerous time for young Philip and went on 

until 1944. Bunkers were set up around the British Islesï dug by units at night, re-

moving the soil was very difficult, but they were well concealed and hard to find. 

Philipôs bunker was set in Wormwell Aerodrome and was supplied with two weekôs 

rations and explosives. It also contained gallons of rum and later bunks and 

stoves. The point was to protect the aerodrome and blow it up if invaded.  
  

Sometimes the unit was told to spend a night in the bunker and on one occasion 

the aerodrome security team noticed their cars parked nearby but could find no 

race of the men. They searched all night and, in the morning, when the unit was 

seen away from the bunker the security wanted to interrogate them but were told 

to phone head office for authorisation first. They were told to let the men go!  
  

Patrols were given practise tasks, such as sabotaging a German tank without dis-

covery or following points undetected with óthe enemy all aroundô, and they were 

given bags of explosives to practice with. Philip admitted he was not very brave, 

ólurking about at night was not my thingô.  
  

Individual patrols practiced on night rangers, throwing grenades and patrolling to 



keep up morale. The members of the unity were considerably older than Philip, 

and one was a bit of a dare devil, who was always egging Philip on to óset off an 

explosion and see what happensô. The men would often practice on the land 

around them, resulting in their Head Office ordering them to óstop blowing up so 

many treesô. At one time the group were called to headquarters in Coleshill, 

Gloucester to be trained as parachutists with the idea of being dropped in France. 

Sadly, or perhaps fortunately, Philip never had to put his training into action!  
  

Any new equipment was made available immediately to the unitsï as this was 

Churchillôs special baby. There were time pencils issuedï a small item with a 

charge installedï a spring attached to a wire. If the wire broke it would set off an 

explosion which was timed to go off between 5 minutes or 24 hours later. Rubber 

truncheons, daggers for silent attack, revolvers of course, hand grenades and sten 

guns were all part of the ammunition. Radio stations were set up all over the net-

work, but these were only ever used for practice.  
  

Equipment was stored in garages and hiding places around the farm. Grenades 

were tossed down rabbit holes for practices. No-one new Philip was one of those 

responsible! The men trained to use American Tommy guns but these were later 

replaced with Smith & Weston, which the men carried in their cars at all times. One 

day they came across a covey of partridge, which they were keen to use as targets 

and so let off a Tommy Gun in the middle of the birds, never managing to hit one!  
  

The resistance published a handbook, but the title read óThe Countrymanôs Diary 

1939, Highworth Fertilisersô. It listed everything the resistance should know, from 

setting booby traps to blowing up railways.  
  

This was a very busy and exciting time for Philip, who was still a farmer. In Novem-

ber 1944 each member of the Auxiliary received a letter of thanks, including these 

words óYour work has been appreciated and well carried out and your contract for 

the moment is at an end. No public recognition will be possible.ô The members 

were given an honorary commission for life.  
  

All hideouts that could be found were blown up and most weapons collected, alt-

hough rubber truncheons, and much stranger souvenirs, are still in volunteersô 

hands. Philip admits that he left with explosives to dispose of himself and there 

were great bonfires- a resounding fireworks night- as he did just that!  
  

This was an army that never used its skills but was always there for whatever 

might have been, had the Germans ever invaded our land. There is no recognition 

for the work and effort involved but we still owe a lot to the courage and effort 

these volunteers showed. The whole story can be read in óThe Last Ditchô, a story 

of Britainôs Resistance, by David Lampe.  
  

Perhaps some of you have other interesting stories to tell. If so, please get in touch 

with the editor!  



 Martock Library  

and Rhyme Time !  

 

2019 New Term Dates: 

18th Jan 
15th Feb 
15 March 
(NO session in April - Good Friday) 
17 May 
21 June 
19 July 
(NO session in August - school holidays) 
 

Parents/Carers with their children aged under 5 welcome!  

We look forward to seeing you! 

St Margaret's Somerset Hospice Open Gardens 
New this year- our óGlorious Somerset Gardensô season tickets, priced Ã25, which 

gives entry to all of the gardens participating this year, raising money for St. Mar-

garetôs Hospice. 
 

There are 54 individual gardens in the scheme, some of them as part of a village or 

town walkabout, and include a private 20-acre nature reserve, school allotment 

plus orchards and farms ï something for everyone! They would make an ideal pre-

sent for a keen gardener (or yourself!)  


